
r A Kings Gambit
I shnll now explain the one and onl In-

cident
¬

In my life which needs explaining
the sole eent In my placid existence

which can bo dignified with the name of
an adventure or about which clings the
slightest associat on of mjstery Conceal-
ment

¬

Indeed except with regard to the
real object of my combinations has al
was been repugnant to me and as for
adenture I hae never willingl dared
an thing Tnore serious than a vojuge to
America or a few nights in Budai est Ki
citement Is bid for chess Allow jour
brain to lie upset and jou may overlook
a mate in two

Now to my narrative In 1S93 as jou
will remember I became champion of the
world defeating the holder after a erj
tough contest b tin ganus to eight with
Severn draws I w is mimediatelv chal-
lenged

¬

for a return match but circum-
stances

¬

hindered me from responding for
some time In the summer ot 1S97 how
cer all the preliminaries wrc arranged
and I was preparing to set out for Mos-
cow

¬

where the match was to be fought
I was In the best of health and spiirts
and conPdent of retaining mj title for
whilo I had Improved emce m last con-
test

¬

m opponent had perhaps deterior-
ated

¬

Before departing I plajed a few
exhibition games at Simpsons In which
I showed clearly that I had lost none of
my skill

On the evening of the 5sth of August I

cave ihe last of thess rjhbitions It was
I remember a blindfold performance and
I won nine of mj ten games The tenth
I could also Iiav e w on but to w in- it w ould

hae Involved exposing a little combina-
tion

¬

which I intended to play off on
Leschev Itsky In Moscow and I therefore
deliberately permitted m opponent to
enjo his little triumph At K oclock the
last of m antagonists resigned and I set
off placldl for mj htrmbe lodgings I

walked for chess plajers even the great-

est
¬

cannot afford small luxuries Brains
arc not well paid in these dajs There is

more real thinking In one of m Evans
Gambits than irr ten noves of But
then what can jou expect To succeed
jou must be onls Just superior to jour
fellows

I was walking gentlj on thinking out
mj little trap for Leschev Itsk dreaming
Indeed of an thing rather than of poli-

tics
¬

and assassinations when suddenly I
noticed that two men were walking close

behind me I confess it I have no phys ¬

ical courage Look at m size if jou
wonder at it There are some ches plaj-

ers
¬

who are tall and strong but they are
not the greatest I q lickened m pace
but the two men folowed llj heart beat
quickl shall I own If 1 ran though
violent exercise Is ngt the kind of train-
ing

¬

In which I indulge before a great
match I find gentle walking sufficient
However I did not get far In ten strides
the two men were up with me and each
not ungently seized an arm Do j ou won-

der
¬

that I was terrified I looked round
for hjlp but no one was in sight

Dont be afraid said one of my cap-

tors
¬

tjulctl como with us like a sen
sible man and no harm will happen to
j ou i Resist he added more sternly

and we shall know what to do
I jleldcd to superior force and accom-

panied
¬

them meekly enough so meekly
Indeed that though we passed everal
twrtlcemen on our march 1 gave no sign
A warning compression of their fingers
on mj-- arm In fact reminded me to re
mainaulet After twenty minutes or so

of rapid walking we reached a house in
a b -- street Here raj companions knock
ed The door was instantly openea ana
after a few words in a language which 1

did not understand the doorkeeper ush
cred us upstairs Into a room on the second
floor Here all my terror did not prevent
my instant perception that I had fallen
Into the hands of Nihilists Anarchists or
some other secret society for round a
long table were gathered some twenty
men upon whose faces was stamped the
unmistakable mark of desperation ana
crime while there was also not wanting
that indefinable look of superiority and
dlEaltjJwhlch showed that thej-- were not
ordlnarj criminals At tre head of the
table eat an elderlj man who might even
In other circumstances have been called
venerable so regal and commanding was
his aspect and so awe inspiring his voice

To ths aged Rhadamanthus my two
captors introduced me in a few words
which I guessed to be Russian Indeed
some of them from my cosmopolitan way
of life I was able even to understand
they were not complimentary to me I
gathered that the miscreants fancied thej
had got hold of a poor poltroon on whom
it would not be hard to Impose their com-

mands
¬

The president seemed rapidly to
grasp the situation and then turned to
me He spoke In English In which there
was but the slightest trace of a foreign
accent to be detected

Tour name is Cohen he said inter ¬

rogative j
It is I replied
A Jew
Yes but mj famllv- - has been in Eng-

land
¬

for a centurj or more
You are a chcss plaj er

I drew myself up proud I am I
answered Host people aro aware of
that fact

And jou are the champion of the
world T he wint on

For the last three or four j ears I hav e
enjoyed that distinction

And jtju are going to Moscow at the
end of this week to defend jojr title

I am
Very good Now let me assure jou

that if jou obey our instructions jou are
in no danger whatever He smiled a
very sinister smile I was more awwl by
that smile than b the gloomj-- faces that
lined the table Hut If OU deviate from
our Instructions in the slightest degree
jour life is not worth six months pur-
chase

¬

He paused again for his words
to have their full effect

As for me I cannot explain with what
terror thej filled me I was as one
stunned The president watched me with
his keen ejes flaming from under his
shaggv brows As if satisfied with his In-

spection
¬

he went on in a gentler tone
J t me repeat this service involves no

danger ami no dishonor to you I know
all about jour clwss skill We are con-
vinced

¬

that jou can easily afford to throw
awaj two games in your match with
Ischcvithkj

I cannot sl m games I said for
here he had touched me on a tender spot
Not even all the terror of that room not
the worst that they could do Miould
make me prostitute my skill for gjln
Chess is the one sport if sport it can be
dllfd which has never been tainted with
the slightest whisper of suspicion and the
honor of the noble fraternity of chcsa
piajcrs hould be safe in my hands I
own I am a coward but the ntk its If
should never make me sink so low as
that

Stay said the president smiling
jou have not heard me out Wc dtsirc

jou to do nothing dishonorable You
have simply lo throw away two games
In jour forthcoming match There is
nothing in that Have j ou never lost u
game Jn the past in order to i tore up
jour strength for the nxt one More ¬

over we are not Ignorant of jour pow ¬

ers WV are convinced that allowing aor
all reasonable chances Lcschevltsky can-
not

¬

score mere than four or five games
to your ten Since jour last match wit
him ou have met on seven occasions urd
he has never won a game from jou Yju
ure Joung and lie is old Terj lu f
jear diminishes his powers and Increases
jouns Wc propose then simplj that
we shall play two of your games for jou

Vc shall lose them for we do not pla
according to Sleinltz but their loss will
make no difference to the ultimate result
of the m itch

This is an extraordinary proposal 1

said
It is wc do not act like ordlnarj- - be-

ings
¬

We are not ordlnarj beings But
do jou consent7

You must give me time I answered
Mj chess reputation will buffer and 1

cannot permit that
Onlj temporarilj You plaj two games

according to our ellrectlons and the re-

mainder
¬

as jou please The reputation
jou loo one da will be regained the
next

But how can vou direct me You can-
not

¬

come and give mo hints during the
game

No v ou are to play from directions
given here and now

Ridiculous 1 cried You do not know
the moves that Leschev itsky will make
and tho result will bo most absurd In
fact many of the moves may be quite
Impossible or illegal

Wo will risk that said the president
But what will bo thought of me r I

I shrieked The mov es are published for
jail tho world to ec This match is not
plajed in a corner the ejes of everj- -

are upin it How can I make mj
self so contemptible

Then said tho president If jou are
obstinate there is no more to bo said
He signed to the two men who had
brought me to the meeting Blindfold
this gentleman he commanded Thej
obej eel In spite o mj frantic If feeble
resistance

Now carrjhlm to that chair and tie
him In it

As soon as this was done and so effec
tuallj that I could scarcely move a limb
the president advanced slowlj- - toward me
In the dead silence I could hear his steps
like the notes of doom

Now he said as the drops of sweat
broke out on mj brow we are deter-
mined

¬

Wc give jou five minutes Then
Get the garrotte read he said to some-
body

¬

You who have never been in such a posi-

tion
¬

ma fall to realize its horror You
on the other hand who have no reputation
that jou value who have never struggled
to attain and at last attained a distinc-
tion

¬

in an walk of life which is to jou
worth more than life Itself may smile at
what to jou is the ridiculous scruple that
kept me so long undecided What Is it to
jou the mere performance of a set of dic-

tated
¬

move upon a ooard Wr on- - way
of arranging a few bits of bone rather
than another Not so did It seem to me
It was death cither way a pnjtlcal death
if I refused a moral death if 1 consented
Never again I knew would xhvss be as
it had been never again should I hold
up m head among my peers lie choice
was hard Thoughts of all kit Js coursed
through my brain as rapidly as It Is said
thev douhrough thcJjtainof one drown ¬

ing t
Foujnutes gotie said the stern

voice of Je prtJfrtjTYbu have one
minute Irr whlcn to make jour choice
Still silent he addcel ntter a pause
and turning to his folio Wers j ou told

me this man was a coward
He showed precious little fight mut-

tered
¬

one of my two captors who was ob-

viously
¬

one of those poor fools to whom
material things alone appeal

A coward I was and am but the choice
they had given me might have mado an
apparent hero of a pupil teacher Every
marr however timid has one thing which
will mako him turn Out of the silence
came the ticking of the presidents watch
which he was holding in his hand to count
the seconds I mechanically counted the
sounds while uninterruptedly pursuing an-
other

¬

train of thought Scruples counter
scruples chased each other through my
brain but I saw that it I jielded chess
was over for me It had lost all that
sacredness which had hitherto secured
my undoubting devotion 1 would never
give vvtj- -

Tift -- live said the president Tift
slx rift seven

It was not cowardice nor the dread of
death that made me change but simply
the uncontrollable Impulse to decide one
wa or the ether 1 have felt It in chess
when m clock was running out the im-

pulse
¬

to make a move I knew to be bad
rather than hesitate longer about a good
one Many people must have felt the
same

I give In I said Just as the slxt was
being pronounced

That is wise responded the president
in a kindlj condescending voice It Is
not pleasant to die joung

But I replied all mj hatred of my
bargain returning on me now It was irro- -

--vocable that only gives me more jcars
of misery to go through You tre aware
that I shall never be able ulaj chess
again

Wo have some notion of that said the
president Do not think wo fail to enter
Into jour feellngs WV are quite con
sclo is that j ou are making a great sacri-
fice

¬

A pause Remove tho bandages
he said to his assistants and I was re-

stored
¬

to a mockery of llbertj And
therefore ho went on the soclctj- - has
decided to compensate you for the loss of
jour livelihood by the sum of five thous-
and

¬

pounds I did net tell jou of this
before I could sec by jour attitude that
such an offer was the very thing to make
jou refu e even to the death but now
that jou have promised it can do no
harm

Even then however I felt arid must
have shown an intense repugnance to the
idea of w Ming my gifts for monej for
he proceeded as If answering my un-
spoken

¬

thought You arc not receiving a
bribe You consented before ihls is in
mtirelj unexpected honorarium Jouneed
feel no shame Now wc have Just a fuw
trilling formalities to go through

Here began n horrible ceremony the
details ot which I epare the reoelc- - in-
volving

¬

all the moat detcMable ingenuities
of mental torture which the human mind
can Invent Jt tame to this that I bound
mjself b teltlble imprecations to reveal
nothing of what hadharpened until three
j ears had passed This o er tin president
handed me a paper containing the two sets
of move s I was to make

Tlu re isjio need to dlsgulso from jou
their general meaning- - he observed
Thej are a code-- For exampl jour first

mov is I 1 to D 4 no outrage to chess
there Is there and that means some-
thing

¬

in our code What jou cannot
guess only two persons In the world pos ¬

sess the key Your second mov e Is H 1 to
II 3 jour third B 1 to C 3 and so on
Thexe are twelve tnoves in each gamt

I glanced down the first list and as
the picture of the resulting position nroe
before my mind I groaned aloud Ies
clievluky will announce mate In four
I observi d despairing Mj reputation
Is gone

Nonsense- - cried the president How
can jou know that

I am one chess plajtr I answered
aid Irfschevitsky Is another I know

how I should answer these ridiculous
movrs and I say there 13 a mate in four
at the r nd

Thrre was a murmur of incredulity I
turned round scornfullj- - Bring me a
chess board If jou doubt It I said Is
there so Intellectual an instrument here

lhe president rruch Interested had the
board brought 1 was In my clement
itar had departed enthusiasm remained

Sc here r said the- first game will go
thue I play so Leschevltskj will an-
swer

¬

eo I follow according to the paier
He answers the natural reply 1 rap- -

3 V

THE TIMES WASHINGTON SUNDAY NOVEMBER

Idly moved the pieces neved glinclng at
the paper while the president who was
not without a tincture of Intelligence
follow eJ attentively Now I observed

wc have both made twelve moves Here
comes the mate In four Leschev itsky
sjcriflccs his queen and wins whatever I
do

You aro indeed a genius said the
president after assuring himself that my
demonstration was correct Iet me as-

sure
¬

jou Mr Cohen that jour chess
reputation whatever maj happen to it
In the outer world will not lose with us
Non obtus i adeo gestamus pectora Iaeni
we cin admire Intellect Now as to the
second game the second in which jou
hive the rnoe

As to tint I replied running my eje
swiftl elown the column and summoning
up a picture of a board almost Instanta-
neously

¬

it leschev Itskv plas as he
ought there can be no doubt of that
either The twelfth move will be a false
one and I shall forfeit the game la con
seauencc

Can jou prove that
Here I replied tossing th sheet on

the floor and running qulckl through
the moves nt Mils point move 8 I am
not buro what Leschevltskj will do I
mjself should move Iawn to Queens
sixth but he will probabl be a little
more cautious aiie castle I then move
Knight to Rooks fifth lie answers Tawn
to Knights third thus and so on Then
at move 12 I am required to move lny
Bishop this exposes m Queen to a check
a false move and I lose the pm

Wonderful said half a dozen voices
Mr Cohen said the president you

have convinced us that though OU will
lose these two games ou will not Ioe
another An intellect like vours will suc-

ceed

¬

in any walk of life especially with a
little capital to start on Wc need detain
j ou no longer

My two captors led me to the doir
Staj-- cried the president OU are

leaving the paper behind
I shall not require It I replied I

do not forget games that I have once
pa ed

Nor oaths jou have once sworn
Nor oaths I have once sworn
See him home ordered th president

and treat him with the respect his In-

tellect
¬

deserves
I staggered out of the room Excite ¬

ment had kept me up while there but the
revulsion was too much for my uerves
and I reached home more dead than alive

II
I need not linger over the events of the

next few weeks I set out for Moscow
soon afterward accomranled by two of
mj- - friends who seemed perplexed bj
m alternate fits of loquaclt and tacit-
urnity

¬

At the frontier of Russia it was
evident that there was considerable ex-

citement
¬

We were plainly the objects of
suspicion My two friends much to their
amusement were subjected to a rigid
cross examination and our passports
were Insnette d with he closest scrutiny
Every paper was turred over and all
our baggage but nothing was found
After a detention of some hours we were
allowed to pass Me curiously enough
they did not seem spcclall to suspect
bat I remembred they must know that
the mitth was n genuine affair

On arrivlnc Jt Moscow I took two or
three davs to recover from the fatlguo
of the journej and then the match began
Obedient to instructions I plajed the first
game having the choice of moves pre-
cisely

¬

accordlnc to the paper As the
game proceeded Leschev itskys face was
a perfect study At my second move he
started and at mj fourth ho positively
leaped from his scat in amazement Sus
pecting a traj he sat down again and
Ct 1 rfvl fit tlin liiv irl i if Vila a ai nllw iiv vuuv e il ia tua nuuiu
pierce right through it He took half an
hour over a needless analysis of the poK
tlon and then trade precisely the reply
I had anticipated For very shame I had
to make some pretence at reflection ac-
cordingly

¬

1 spent ten minutes staring at
the pieces and then moved my Knight into
the verj thick of the enemys forces
Again Leschev Itsky started obvlousl
thinking either that I was mad or that I
meant to Insult him by childishly throw ¬

ing away a game I had already Imperiled
He took the aiece and in less than an
hour finished off the game b the sacri-
fice

¬

of his Queen precisely at I lad ex ¬

pected 1 rev ersed my King In sign of sur-
render

¬

He murmured some polite noth-
ings

¬

to the effect that I must bo out of
form as jou English call It but was evi ¬

dently hardly able to conceal his aston-
ishment

¬

As for mi two backers thej
were more outspoken

What the deuce did jou mean bj- - plaj
Ing the fool like that suld one

A little new combination I muttered
feebly

Combination ba said the other
Why your pieces were all over the

board and vour King nowhere Ieschc
vitsky could have beaten ou with his
pawns alone

Better luck next time I said
Better plaj nnsnercd mj first friend

or we shall think jouve sold the match
There 11 be some pretty notes In the

Field next week Nice fools we shall
look coming all the way to Moscow to
see play that is more skittles than chess

I pleaded a headache and somehow got
rid of them

Next day was not in nt bargain with
the president and I was mjself agun
M opponent perhaps a little over-con- fi

dent after my former display was a trifle
careless in the opening After a dozen
moves I gained a pawn and pressing my
advantage remorselessly accumulated su-

periorities
¬

in the manner of Stelnitz and
compelled him to resign after thirty live
moves

That was more like It said my men
tor on the waj to the hotel You never
plajed better at Ibis rate vou are safe
enough in spile of jesterday

The next daj-- was a holiday having
bn set aside- - for unfinished games 1

had full leisure to rcllect upon the absurd
figure I was going to cut on the morrow
and on the sev ere lecture I should re c h e
from my two friends However there
was no help for it 1 had pledrged my
word and I knew that If I failed to kt-- p
It I should never leave Mescoi alive
Accordlrjgl when tho time came icgard
less of the audible disgust of m friends
I plajed as I hid promised but Lew he
vltsky nndcred cautious bj his disaster
did not answer ns I exixtted lie made
several defensive moves where attack was
required I emerged from the opening
but two pawns to the bad and though I
lost the game piolonged it to lftj rnovi s
My supporters while amazd at mj
opening thought that my middle and Mid
play had almost made up for It Onl
for goodness tak don t pi i the fool an
more

I wont I promised seriousl and I

meant it
The -- next few- - dajs almost entlrel re-

habilitated
¬

me Leschev itskj gave me an
opportunlly of plaving off mj new attack
In the Buy Lopez thanks to m tIf
control in my blindfold gime at Simp ¬

sonsand I scored a brilliant game In
twenty moves At the end of three weeks
I stood nt nine games and my rival at
four Both of us felt the strain of so pro ¬

tracted a contest but 1 was Justly con ¬

fident that It could not last more than a
day or two longer As a matter of faet
a single game decided IL

Hardly had three moves been made
when when I noticed Hint Lfsrhev Itskys
maneuvrfb were ns erratic lid mine hud
been a few days previously Could he
be losing his wits I knew that he had
sometimes shown symptomr of the Insan
ity so closely allied to great talent At
the sixth move u muttered Well Im

from mj supporters bowed me that
others also were ustonlhed Leschev H

skys Rook was en prise I glanced at
his face and the secret was revealed
There was on it a look telling plainly
thai he line me nau xaiieu into me jxi- -

u
hlllst tolls a look of uIUt distress self
contempt but submisrtum to overpower ¬

ing necessitj- - I ncveriyeta Leschev Itsky
but smpathy for his sad fate overcame
mc I darted to him a cTance of under-
standing

¬

and fellow feeljeig I knew too
well from my own experience what he
must be going through dtthat moment to
wish to add to the natural bitterness of
defeat I took the RooTcl and Leschev It-

skj- replied with n helpless and meaning-
less

¬

excursion of his Queen Four or five
moves later he moved hist JKnlght so as to
expose his King to check A false
mov c 1 tald

Ah so It is he responded as If re-

lieved
¬

to find the game over I resign
and beg to congratulate ou We are but
pawns on the chessboard of destiny he
added

Just so I answered Wc are not
alas masters of ourselves

When the congratulations were over I
went back to my hotel In companj- - with
mj two frends Thej- - were full of aston-
ishment

¬

at the turn of affalrj
Leschev Itsky must have been mad

said one
Never saw such plaj-- out of the nurs

crv slid the other
Except Cohens plaj- - in the first and

thhd games answered his friend
Yes and thats the extraordinarj- - thing

about It He-- might have taught jour
disease Cohen

No I answered he was tired of the
match and thought he had no chance of
winning pix games running so he threw
It away

He didnt throw his old matches away
whatever his chances said my friend

Look at Ills match with XlckerDort five
games to one against him and he went
on and never lost another

Ah but he is old now I replicel
It seemed to mc more like pettlshness

than age observed my friend
No said the other who was more

keen sighted It was more like hypnot-
ism

¬

or possession Ho seemed compelled
to plaj-- that waj- - against his wIlL Several
times ho all but touched the proper piece
and then as If contralned changed his
mind and moved another Anyhow
theres something uncannj- - about it

Well Cohens still champion thats
one good thing

I did not say what passed through mj
mind But wont be long

A complimentary dinner to us two mas-
ters

¬

was given that evening Leschcvit
sky much to his honor showed no mor-
tification

¬

at his defeat He had he said
In his speech been beaten by a better
placr the Morphy of his generation He
himself he added was satisfied with
wliat he had done He should hrnppfnrlli
neither challenge me for the title of
champion nor indeed play chess again

this declaration which astounded the
rest of the audience was no surprise to
me Judging by mj own feelings I thor-
oughly

¬

understood Lcschevltskys mo ¬

tives After such a game as he had
plaj ed that day chess had lost alt charm
for him For thirty years he had been
champion for thirty jears in good health
or bad In suc ess or dpfcat he had alike
done ills best till that morning There
must be many of my- - rrnders oarsmen
cricketers swimmers who will appreci-
ate

¬

to some extent lib state of mind but
those who did not understand tljo cir-
cumstances

¬

who only knew that chess
was Lcschevltskys b al and end all
either mutely wonden jl or laughingly ob-

served
¬

that time would Miow
Then when I rose and after compli-

ments
¬

to my rivel and thanks to my
friends announced Hiatal also should
henceforth renounce tlja pursuit of chess
the amazement was ianrnore profound
and obvious No no sounded from a
score Of throats Several ipeakers ris ¬

ing after 1 sat down wrgfld inii to recon-
sider

¬

my decision However I was firm
It v as only after milch solicitation that
I consented to defer the public announce-
ment

¬

till mj- - arrival In England I well
knew that nothing could alter mbr I had
been through too great a change In tho
last few weeks to allow of another

As jou maj- - imagine It had not been
without a most determined effort that I
had constrained mjself to give proper at-
tention

¬

to the match The effort had been
made and successfully made but It left
me limp and exhausted I was well on
mj wa home before my mind recovered
enough of Its tone to be able even to
conjecture what precisely was the ser-
vice

¬

1 had so unwillingly done to the Ni-

hilist
¬

cause but when on my arrival in
London strength of body and mind did
return the problem dominated me to the
exclusion of all others Even Dappers
sarcastic remarks in tho Field on my
first and third games aroused but a lan-
guid

¬

intense I flung the paper aside
and m brain returned of Its own ac-
cord

¬

to its ceaseless surmises and
combinations Never had a complicated
position on the chessboard so held my
mind as did this question That m first
and third games when written out In tho
continental notation contained a message
from the English Nihilists to their Rus-
sian

¬

brethren I was practically certain
from the presidents owu avowal and I
needed no avowal to assure mo that
Ltschtv itsk s last game contained the
answer of the Russian societj- - Like mc
he had been seized and compelled against
his will to communicate the message In a
cipher which he did not understand but
whose general drift he too certainly
guessed What a safe and simple device
these men had conceived Without cross-
ing

¬

the frontier without even leaving the
charmed circle of London they could by
means of their cede send Instructions of
the most deadl import to their confed ¬

erates within the danger haunted walls of
Moscow I admired their skill as the y
had admired my chess ability unaffected
and deep Iubllshesl in the pages of
the Field and other English papers the
secret missive would be easily accessible
to the London urbanization published in
th Russian ehess columns It would pass
unsuspected the most Argus eed censor
and be read by the Moscow officials
What then was the message I thought
of a hundred solutions turned over the
games In a hundred wa5 combined the
sjmbols with tho Ingenuity of a commen-
tator

¬

on Revelation endeavoring to solve
the riddle of the Ilentt but in vain 1

remembered Edgar a Ioe s dictum
that no crjPtogrim oan be Invented by
hum in Ingeuuit which human luginult
ennot solve and I wussure that no hu-

man
¬

ingenult excecils tfiat of a chebS
plaer Reling on lhls conviction I spent
d ijs and filled rtamsof paper in the vain
attempt to beat sensi hut of D 1 to D 1

Fluall complete lufileit J dtKHdexl that
probabl D 1 rtferred to a certain page
of a particular hook arid tlutt until I
knew which book tliprifule was Insolu
ble Such crptograruH indeed If crpto
grams the can be ciHeil do not fill un-
der

¬

Ioe a rule- - SuhrJose for example
that D 1 meant the Hpt word on the D
sheet of a particular follei and C 3 the
third word em the C slust of the same fo-

lio
¬

then how could the problem be solv-

ed
¬

without the key
Suddcnl In a Hash a thought struck

me nnd overwln lined ni- - with horror 1

remembered tint when I was lust In Eng-

land
¬

tin Czar was there buret then
the message so Ingenlimsl conveiHl to
Russia was meant to give Information as
to his movements The English Nihilists
with their Infernal Ingenut nnd perse-

verance
¬

had connived to find out the
Czarb real plans different as th y were
from his ostmslblc ones mil hid hit
upon this method of telling their friends
No sooner hrd this Idea truck me than
1 rushed tu a Ilhrir nnd with furious
eagirnebs took dovn a file of the

rimes The Czar had ilread left Eng-

land
¬

and wes on his wa to Kussia viJ
Berlin Such was tin InfnunatUn voudi
safes to the but I had aire ad
reason to btlievi It was a blind His r I

c Diirse might be through Deiuu irk tine

ti

Sweden whatever It was the Nihilists
knew it

Tho general Idea once gained other and
detailed suggestions crowded in Might
not D 4 mean that tho Czar was going
to stay four das In Denmark B 1 to C
3 might denote one day In Berlin and
three In Cronberg U might signify Hel
singfors D In the second game Dorpat
C perhaps CronstadL Several of these
conjectures I Jotted down on a sheet of
paper and confident that 1 was on the
right track went to sleep My dreams
were haunted with confused visions of
Leschev itskj- - as the Czar being blown up
nlong with 509 chessmen In the streets of
Moscow while a Black Knight endeav ¬

ored to enforce order b calling out
Iawn to Kings Fourth
Next morning when I went- - early as

usual Into m sitting room I rjw two
envelopes pinned In a peculiar way to mj
desk One I foundcontained fift hundre-
d-pound Bank of England notes The
president had kept his word and I had
been set above want The other envelope
contained a letter which I here trans-
cribe

¬

Here j ou will find the 5000 we prom ¬

ised jou Tho society keeps Its word We
sincerel hope that no foolish scruple will
induce jou to refuse to accept it For
what has happened j ou have no respon-
sibility

¬

the society has but used you ns
a pawn In Its game of kings Farewell

Below in pencil was a postscript which
interested me even more than the letter

I have reael jour little conjectures
and must congratulate jou on jour inge
nult which is greater than even our
chess play had led me to suspect too
great indeeel for jou ever to be cmploj
cd again Rest then In peace Not that
jou are altogether right The Czar has
passed through Denmark and he did
spend some time in Helslngfors but ho
never went to Cronberg id though he
has been to Dorpat he has In spite of
jour ingenious ltinerarj not jet left it
A Q and peculiar nourish ended the
note

I read this curious and sinister epistle
several times I was not surprised that
it should have reached me for I knew the
daring and determination with which I
had to do As I sat twirling It In my fin-

gers
¬

mv landlady brought In the break-
fast

¬

and my morning paper I opened It
carelessly for my mind was still tovlng
with the cryptogram I was annoed
that so many of my guesses should have
been wrong nnd wished to try a few
more I glanced without Interest down
the columns of parliamentary news and
turned listlessly to the central page Now
I was Instantly all attention for my eje
fell on a headline Rumored Attempt on
the Life of the Czar

Information lias reached us which we
give with all reserve went on the tele-
gram

¬

that his Imperial Majestj has
again had a narrow escape from assssl
natlon His future movements after leav-
ing

¬

our shores had been so carefully con-
cealed

¬

from all but a few of his most
trusted counselors that It was marvel-
ous

¬

how his real route was discovered
Passing contrarj-- to announcement
through Denmark he stajed In Berlin
but one night and after some circuitous
wanderings arrived at Helslngfors the
recent troubles In Finland requiring his
personal attention Thence he went bj

acht to Cronstadt where he Inspected
the fortress and next in absolute priva ¬

cy paid a visit to Dorpat There Is rea-

son
¬

for believing that his course had been
watched by Nihilists from the first but
it wis at Dorpat that the murderous at-
tempt

¬

Is rumored to have taken pla e
The house where he was staying ras
blown up several of his attendants were
killed and he himself was slightly Injur-
ed

¬

escaping with his life orly by a mira-
cle

¬

The police are actively engaged in
tracing out the miscreants

Later The rumor of the attempted as-

sassination
¬

ot the Czar is practicail ad ¬

mitted to be true The body of one of the
supposed murderers has been found un ¬

der the ruins ot the house In his pocket
still unlnjureej was found a complete list
of all the places at which the Czar stajed
during his Journey from England

Well t s lid to msclf the president
was right Chess Is Indeed a game of
kings

Two or threo dajs after I noticed in a
corner of the paper the news that

Leschev Itsk the famous chess plaver
had shown smptoms of acute Insanity I

and had been placed under restraint
E E Kellctt in Chambers Journal

Indiscretion
From the Detroit Frcr Trcsn --

Mr Joins Our bors dont seem to respect me

as the should
lira Jone wfn yon ouelitnt to lave let

them find out that jou couldnt fl a box kite

The Main Point
Front Life

He I am afralJ my rebeioeu views arc not the
tain- - a jours dear

he That need not nerrOTriljr male any dif ¬

ference We both belong to the Hire goll club

Ability
Frooi PucV

T AniTr Ttnarlt lilflnt Cite
nrnent ill hit compan He thinks

joare a rood aeto- -
Actor ixxa lie i

- s o r vou nn ak for a bur

salary as li jou expected to get It

Chcerfoll Compiled
From the Philadelphia Iecord

yc said the spokesman of the laborers ag--
cressivelr we want oar hours riwu

Very well returned the crafty empnjer
in lead ol pun ou an hour for luneli well

make it thirty minutes

The- - lleullntlf Sohool
Irom the Baltimore Vnenean

This faiil the Fminent Artist is my fa¬

mous study ot tin-- Cons in Clover
Hut where w the clover we asked not see¬

ing am of it In the picture
Oh the cows have eaten it Oii know

In the Otlif r Ilr- -

Irom the Philadelphia 1rew

Harent niadf rruch progress since jestenlav
have jou rcifcarkcd trr hare Cee lizz but

ou r clow
es replied the tortoise laiigudlv that s

in that trans-
migration

¬so 1 supi e if theres anythlni
thiiir 1 mu t have been a mrfeenger

boj at one time
- DlNeov cred

Irom the Detroit Free Press

Ther had hetn married a jear before anvliod
knew it and even then tl eir secret was discov ¬

ered onlv hv accident
Indeed t
Ves one evening at a card party the thought-l-ssl- v

plajed jjrtners and the vvav the mar

lekd let the whole- - thing out

1 lie OrlKliiitl Woman
from the Baltimore mcrioan

Now 1 ve was writing a letter to her daughter-in-la- w

who was Onna wire and the asked Mara
to git another shtrt of hlreli lark to coinrlele
the missive upon

VII tight sjiti Main but vou had better
let the trees get anotlwr ten cars truwth helore

jou try to write any postscripts

ncoiifini
Horn the Chloagu Trlhuile

Vi Clnwtr vut do jou btv such cheap

shirts for TlieT are the im t cxnsive in lie

inl Thc re all worn out jiler ou have had

tl em waJiid half a doien times
Mr thtigw iter Then the nlv cost mc 60 cents

fr stashing and that a a hi sating tou go
ii fn it iitniiing Vou cant teach ait

an thing about buvuw fhirts

Jiua uslib1e
1 rom the Chicago Trilnnc

What imirid jou most during sniiirWctrni
trpr the aked ih llJ tturni1 to
P toi

The in rane of the pouh protnplr and
decidedly aiiMverid the e Ilege profe

I iw a man named Chan Her eight four eurl
wl j had niv ir learned the meaning and d

rivati m of his name

MEN WHO JDST HISS PEERAGES

And Some vVlio Oct Them Under Dra¬

matic Circumstance
It is among the many curiosities of tho

House of Lord that while many men
enter it by the most devious and obscure
roads and others find their way in by
mistake there aro others who get to its
aery portals when death Intervenes and
shuts them In their very faces

Of this unfortunate number was Sir
John Macdonald the great Canadian
statesman for whom a patent of peerage
was actually being prepared when news
came that he was dead and would never
need his coronet

The same ironical fat overtook the
late Mr W II Smith when lie proposed
to rest from his labors of the Commons
and the Queen had intended to convert
the lnrd working politician into a vls
cunt In beth these cases howver the

Jignit was not lost for It was trans-
ferred

¬

by the wish of the Queen to the
wives of the dead statesmen

Lord Lelghton too found his dignity
snatched from him before he had fairly
grasped It for death came quick on its
heels and his tenure ot a peerage was
perhaps the shortest on record

It Is not often that a mistake Is made
In conferring such an honor as that of a
peerage but It has happened at least
once and through a telegraphic blunder

When the 1rime Minister offered a bar-
onetcy

¬

to the late Lord Hammond then
plain Mr Hammond by some curious
error the word barony was substituted
for baronetcy and Mr Hammonds
prompt acceptance of the dignity made
the mistake Irrevocable Ho blossomed
into Lord Hammond but as he had no
son the dignity died with him

Many of our reers who have lived to
take their seas in the House of Lords
have previously filled roles which a House
of Lords messenger would consider be¬

neath his dlgnit One well known earl
the thirteenth of a long and distinguished
line of earls earned his living as a Jockej
for manj-- jcars before succeeding to hl3
dignities

Another carl received tho news of his
elevation under very singular circum-
stances

¬

He was a clever musician anel
as poor as he was musical and earned a
more or less precarious Income by plaj Ing
and singing on tho sands at seaside re-

sorts
¬

When a solicitor went down to Brighton
to announce his accession to the earl-
dom

¬

he found th new peer engaged In a
chaffing contest with a tripper and on the
point of coming to blows with him

A third earl who so far has not found
his way into the House of Lords is the
son of an Aberdeen bank agent who un-
expectedly

¬

awoke one morning to find
that by the death of a very remote cou-
sin

¬

he was a full blown Scottish earl The
present peer the son ot the Aberdeen
banker had gone out to America some
vears earlier as a cowboy and was on
his fathers elevation which made him a
courtesy lord leading the hard-worki-

primitive life ot a backwoods
fanner

When a fourth earl came Into his tltl
he was picking up a living in New Zea¬

land as farm laborer content with a lo-

cal
¬

reputation as an expert fencer and
ditcher

One of our barons is at this moment
head man of an Indian village in the
Northwest Prov inces as good a native as
any ot his fellow villagers and married
to a native woman and an English earl
whose romantic promotion Is still of re-

cent
¬

memory went straight to the House
of Lords from the humble position of hall
keeper in Chelsea

Many men following humble vocations
have positively refused to be made peers
It i3 said that the last Baron Beauvllle
was a gardener at Tunbridgo Wells who
preferred to die a gardener rather than
assume what he facetiously called a bar-
ren

¬

title The heir to tho Viscounty of
Alien Is said to be a South London gro-
cer

¬

who elects to stick to his counter
an 1 the heir to the Barony of Fernbor
ough who was found an a workhouse
flatly declined to pother himself about
titles

Among merrberWof thej twenvse who
might under happivBtondiUons sit
among our legislators hAtheJrou3e of
Lords are no fewertrutn nifleladFes -- f
whom one Is a countcSsfan6tbera vis
countess and seven arc naroaesses an
in their own right It Is only right per-
haps

¬

to tay that one of them Baroness
Beaumont has net emerged from the
nurserj and is still more fascinated by
dolls than by titles and coronets TId
Bits

vImnxjimor
Eat

From Life
Bilkins The doctor says I have xmly a Tear to

live Ahl If I could only IcBjTthen that year
out into a resectable lifetime

CaUton Why dont jreu more to B ooklrn

Adulterated
From the Detroit free Press

Thcr say that apple butter Is adulterated a
great deal now said rs Cumso

JCS much of it is only apple-- butterlne
added Jlrs Vawker

Conldnt Help It
From the Italtimo e American

I suppose began the Oafty Lobbyist that
you like other statesmen bate your price

Nope answered the Intelligent Legislator I
had mfne bnt I have spent it

m

IIIsSLittlr Juke
From the Chicago Vewa

Ttodrick Old chap wont you come up and
join the ladicsin a friendly came of pokerf

v an Albert Mr manlv qualities forbid
Itodnck Forbid whatf
Van Albert Raising my hand against a woman

lllri Opinion
From the Philadelphia Press

Host How d jou like that whtnkjr
Jbbhles Its like a funnv sturj
Ho3t Worth repeatirur ch
llibbles Jlore than that it too good to keep

A Cltnnce- - for Tvro lll4 s
From the somemlle Journal

fhe- - Vm I the only girl that you lave ever
loved

He vm I tlie only man that tou ban eter mt
tliat eruetion to

The I snal n
Irom PuckO

Mrs Johnson lie idee ob SLsaa Jenkins as¬
suming de responsibilities cb roatrfimirt at de
earl age ob sixteen

Jlrs Jackson ats indtedt Wlta 1 11 bet 1st
in lees n alx uwnlii bee buvbaml jviU be th own
on uc town to sunoht

Inclij rit riiiM
From the Philadelphia Press

Yes said Sir Kiddir narrating his travels
tliere are me ants In India that grow to enor ¬

mous size
O theyre the white ants arent tbeyf ask ¬

ed Mix Oul
o They apo Limuu as th Ctcxb sails and

some of them actuall carry men on their liaeks
The dea

IooKimI llsplelnlis
From the Brook n haglc

fnclc eehaw 1 ve ccn getting a lit of long
tyjtcwrilten letters about joittiit medicine latelv
an harts mail as hops

VIkt lunvt hiskera -v- v lists site rrad about
Uncle fee haw Why she dont sec how I come

lew grt them unless I gnt tew flirtin with the
prelt 4tiuwrftF gals tint wrote thtiu when I

Mas tew oo lurk la3t

Illre Tliue tt nnd Out
Irom the IXiroit Irec Press

lira 1 osdiek was sure she heard the era h of
breukin tluna in the kitchen but she f s-- ijvc
must bo mistaken when si e tatcicd anil saw the I

juvous iac oi icr c twk
Tin so glad liv broke it mum R idrt

iaid rimming with dchglit
VAhv Its em- - i l nry lest cups saij Md

Furdick surveying the remains
em added Hrldgrt cheerfully bir Oim

h glad its all done Ye -- fy I had Isoke two
t cm before an I knew Oi d have to break an-

other
¬

before Oi quit an its a great eomort tu
Iiavc It all done

Well c that tou dont Iwgin on anolhc
th e said lira Fosdick tenilt

HUNTING WITH A CAMERA

llovr IbotoKrnpby In Snvlnsr AVIId
Crentnres From DestrucrJon

Lives of tho Hunted Is the tltlo of a
new book by Ernest Seton Thompsan
who In private life Is Ernest T Seton On
the day when the first copies of the work
were delivered by the publisher the news¬
papers contained accounts of the arrest
nf the author in Colorado by a game war-
den

¬

Tho charge against Mr Seton was
tint he had been detected In the net of
belting a bear trap He was put to much
Inconvenience but when he appeared at
Mcrkcr for trial he had no difficulty In
convincing the Judge that he had never
In his life baited a bear trap and that
when he was placed under arrest h was
armed with nothing more dangerous to
animal life than a photographic camera

It was a ridiculous charge said Mr
Seton and as It was made b n man
who takes delight in harassing Kasttra
visiters the people In Colorado know how
to look upon It but to m friends In this
part of the country the proceeding look ¬

ed queer I have bad much exptrienio
with wild animals but have never been
al e v ocate of slaughter and he pomttcl
to ote in his new book which reads

ily chief motive mj most earnest un-
derlying

¬

wish has been to stop the ex-

termination
¬

of harmless wild animals not
for their sakes but for ours ilrroly be¬
lieving that each of our native wild crea-
tures

¬

is In Itself a precious heritage that
we have no right to destroy or put be¬
yond the reach of our children

The camera is really the new weapon
of the wild animal hunter said Mr
Seton The anatomy habits and iecull
arlties of animals have always been of
Interest to the hunter but the study or
these has been made much easier nnd
productive of better results by the use of
the camera Men who have tried both
weapons usually agree that it takrs moro
tlmis to shoot with a camera than with a
gun but there is much pleasure derived
from the successful camera shots An ex¬

posed shoulder will answer the purpose of
the man who shoots with a gun but the
photographer needs a full view close
range and perfect light conditions before
he can hope for good results Ills bct
charces are accidental and for that rea ¬

son he must be on the lookout Just as
much as though he carried a gun Men
who go Into the woods to make pictures
of animals trust have huntsmens knowl-
edge

¬

to be successful and for that reason
the best huntrs become the most suc-
cessful

¬

photographers
The deers best weapon against th

hunter Is its scent and to approach tho
game one must go against the wind ana
then locate the animals from ridges and
high points The least noise is heard by
the animals and when the hjnter Is dis-
covered

¬

by the game he stands still and
waits for the camera subject to approach
him That is sometimes a patience try-
ing

¬

experienc because If the deer has
discovered thirn he uses the same tac-
tics

¬

He also stands still in his tracks
and gazes at the hunter I had such aa
experience In Colorado recently I came
upon a deer and knowing that by mov-

ing
¬

sufficiently to bring my instrumgnt
Into play I should frighten him I re¬

mained as nerlj-- motionless as possible
and the deer did the same The animal
was so perfectly motionless that aftera
while It looked to me like a part of tha
wood and I began to doubt whether there
really was a deer there My falluru to
move must have had a similar effect on
the animal for after an Interval that ac-
cording

¬

to my calculation must have
befn more than eleven minutes he backed
into the woods and disappeared

It is even more difficult to get a snap
at bears and knowing that the animals
are in a certain part of the country one
can do nothing more than wait for them
to come and have their pictures taK i
Some of the best opportunities pre3nt
themselves after sundown at times when
the man with the gun would have no diff-
iculty

¬

in bringing down his game while
the- man with the camera may fnd the
little available light in the wrong quarter
and therebj miss his chance

The hunter author has some flue photo-
graphs

¬

of reindeer which he made in Nor
way last jear Ye saw the drove he
said of nearl a thousand head away in
the distance but the wind being the
wrons way we could not stalk them But
tA vs rtn wny snl thp nhntoraDtls

which I succeeded In making were at
short range the animals being less than
twelv e feet aw aj--

Despite all the care andtrcuble con-

nected
¬

with the work about M per cent
of the photographic efforts in the woods
are a failure But the sjecessful snaps
give the man who hunts with the camera
more real pleasure than the man who
hunts with the sun eineriences over hla
successful ventures And that Is tho rea-

son
¬

according to Mr Seton wiry so many
old hunters have laid aside the gun for
the photographic Instrument

The get all the excitement of tha
hunt he saj s and need not destroy the
animal Some men bave tried to do both
at the same time but they made only
failures of their undertaking and It took
them only a short tlmo to learn that a
gun and a camera do pot go together
Each one takes a man s whole time

The old woodsmen laughed at the cam-

era
¬

hunter when he first came to the
woods but that was several years ago
and they have gained respect for him and
acknowledged his good standing In the
profession A few jears ago Mr Seton
sent lantern slide apparatus to Steve
Leek a well known hunter In Wjoralag
with Instructions how to make pictures

The man took kindly to the work ethers
followed his example -- nd a new order
of things has been the result Foinerly
the hunters and guides met at lodges and
ranches In the off seasons and tod
stories of what th had seen and v hat
thej-- had capttred or killed and there
being no one to contradict the statements
many great stories were told Mn lis¬

tened patiently to whoppers and then
got even bj telling a greater one Now
these same guides have a shanty whero
they make pictures and lantern slides nnd
when they meet thej-- how what they
saw and there Is no doubt as to the truth
of the storj told bj the camera

The conseuueree of this new form of
hunting Is that the men have become edu-

cated
¬

have discovered new traits In ani-

mals

¬

new beauties In their surrounding
nnd in those parts of the Tar West where
the number of camera hunters is largo
elk have Iri3rd

Formerly said Mr Seton a gtttue
would ask his chum when the met af-

ter
¬

having been separated for a few
weeks vvluu luck he had with his gun
how he liked some new ammunition or
whether he thought of getting a new
thooting iron Nowadays it is not un-

usual
¬

to hear Sav Jack what do ou
think of that new developer or Hows
jour camera working or Do jou uso
poigoIic in vour mixturer I heard one
man sa rtcentl

1 m In for a nulck camera next jear
You How 11 j ou set the seventy

ruC
h sell m horses if I must

At one of the recent backwoods exhibi¬

tions of animil photographs one man
show eel an Interesting picture or beavers
cutting down otrte One ot the hunters
examined the picture shook hl head and
proncoirctd it a fake They look
enough like leavers ho ald but they
are stufttsl and were put up Just to be
photogruplUnt Everybody knows that
beavers work by night and jou cant
get n flashlight picture of them

ut the womisinarr was onl half right
The animals d usually work at night
but vhe have davs of fndustry also and
It was this m in s good luck to catch them
in the act rtml he succeeded In proving to
h J iritles tint his picture -- bowed 1H

beavers nt work on the tree

-


